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What was The Atlantic Bridge? How did
this bogus ‘charity’ operate without
question for years? And who were the
donors?

During recent times, we have learnt that
the former Secretary of State for Defence,
Liam Fox, resigned from his position after
accusations that he had breached the
Ministerial Code by allowing his close
friend, (lobbyist and businessman) Adam
Werritty, to represent himself as Fox’s
adviser and accompany him to official
defence meetings (including to Dubai,
Israel and Washington') despite not being
employed in any official capacity. An
official report by Gus O’Donnell found that
Fox indeed breached these rules by failing
to ensure that no conflict of interest arose.”
Apologies have been made and Liam Fox
has accepted personal responsibility and the
conclusions of the Cabinet Secretary’s
Report.’

O’Donnell’s Report, however, is seen to
be superficial for not addressing the issues
and questions that are on everyone’s mind.
Namely, what exactly was The Atlantic
Bridge? Who were the donors? And did
anyone profit from Fox’s decisions as
Defence Minister?

What was The Atlantic Bridge? Founded
in 1997 by Fox, the ‘Atlantic Bridge
Research and Education Scheme’ was a
‘think-tank’, with Margaret Thatcher as
Honorary Patron. The organisation
proclaimed to espouse the ‘Special
Relationship’ between the United States
and the United Kingdom — a phrase coined
by Winston Churchill in 1945 and used in
his 1946 speech, which focused particularly
on aiding the United States to guard the
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atomic bomb ‘as a sacred trust for the maintenance of peace’ and the
‘continuance of the intimate relationship between our military advisers,
leading to common study of potential dangers [and] the similarity of
weapons and manuals of instructions’* In recent years, this ‘Special
Relationship’ has come to exemplify the Thatcher-Reagan partnership that
flourished in the 1980s — namely the promotion of neoliberal projects
including privatisation, reduced state intervention, advancing the ‘free
market’, and a shared hostility towards communism.

The Atlantic Bridge (TAB) gained charity status on 3 February 2003,
and sought the ‘furtherance of public education on both sides of the
Atlantic, in areas of common interest, focusing particularly but not
exclusively on free trade, economics, health and science’, with emphasis
on public education and research.’ Following a complaint in August 2009
to the Charity Commission (the ‘Commission’) by online blogger Stephen
Newton® (who took note of TAB’s affiliations, dubbing it the ‘Tory Travel
Club’), an investigation ensued, and the Commission published its
findings on 26 July 2010. Political purposes can never be charitable, and
if TAB were truly a charitable organisation, it would had to have
demonstrated that it was not political in nature; that it operated for the
public benefit to further charitable purposes; and that it disseminated
information gathered from events and lectures available to the public. All
evidence pointed contrary to this — with the Commission’s Report looking
particularly at an article published in The Washington Examiner by the
Chief Executive of the US arm of TAB, Amanda Bowman. The article was
political in nature, published just before the UK General Election in May
2010; she discussed the benefits to the US of a British Conservative
government, stating that ‘Cameron will be much more amenable to shared
US-UK foreign interests than [Gordon] Brown’.

Furthermore, the information on TAB’s website was scarce, not readily
available to the general public, and the messages conveyed in TAB’s
lectures by politicians were not considered to be neutral and balanced in
manner, as they promoted a particular (right-wing, Atlanticist) point of
view.! It was for these reasons that the Commission advised TAB’s
activities ‘cease immediately’.

It can safely be said that this was a case of political propaganda,
masquerading as education, in order to achieve a privileged charity status.
It is hard to understand how this ‘charity’ went unquestioned for so long
when its political agenda was so explicit; particularly when organisations
meeting the ‘charity criteria’, who campaign for improvement in public
policy, are denied charity status on the grounds that such a trust could
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jeopardise relations with another country.’

The Bridge

The Atlantic Bridge website boasted a ‘network of like-minded people in
politics, business, academia and journalism who come together to share
views and experiences ... in order to promote an agenda that will
strengthen the Special Relationship’, drawing on the ‘expertise’ of their
membership." From the start, this ‘Special Relationship’ has clearly been
promoted through neo-conservative, right-wing ideology, with a political
agenda, run by high-profile politicians and businessmen. All parties
involved over the years could have benefited from this ‘Special
Relationship’, as politicians and lobbyists (the ‘like-minded people’) at the
forefront of the organisation have attended numerous ceremonies and
meetings in the name of ‘championing freedom in a rapidly changing
world’.

There are many UK Conservatives who have played a part within TAB,
including Cabinet Ministers Michael Gove, Chris Grayling, William
Hague and George Osborne, Second Defence Minister Lord Astor, as well
as Andrew Dunlop (former Thatcher adviser and lobbyist). Notable US
Republican participants included Senator Jon Kyl (the ‘great persuader’,
recognised as one of the most influential people in the world by Time
Magazine for his persuasive role in the Senate'); Senator Joe Lieberman
(a ‘powerful proponent for robust Pentagon spending and weapons
programs’, ‘friend of defence contractors’ and recipient of $250,000 in
donations from military contractor United Technologies'?) and John Falk
(defence lobbyist and managing director of private security and defence
firm Kestral) to name a few. In line with TAB’s mission statement, it can
be seen that each of these individuals had their own areas of ‘expertise’,
and were there to ‘promote an agenda that would strengthen the Special
Relationship .

Not only was TAB politically biased in its membership, the charity also
handed out Margaret Thatcher ‘Medals of Freedom’ at ceremonies in
London to notable right-wing figures, including Henry Kissinger and
Rudy Giuliani. Kissinger received his award in 2009 for his ‘ireless
dedication to academia, public service and peace’. While Giuliani, at his
reception, said that he would like to increase the size of the US military.”

It was not just award ceremonies that offered a good chance for Tories
and lobbyists to meet and greet their American counterparts — events and
conferences attracted sponsorship from Lehman Brothers and the Heritage
Foundation; speakers from the Center for Security Policy; donations from
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US multinational pharmaceutical corporation Pfizer, from hedge fund boss
Michael Hintze (represented by Lord Bell, former Thatcher adviser and
head of public relations firm, Bell Pottinger), and from a one-time vice
chairman of the lobby group Britain Israel Communications and Research
Centre (Bicom), Michael Lewis (also a significant donor to the
Conservative party)."

The charity’s history is littered with donations from companies who
share a ‘common interest’ with TAB’s members and associates. In 2010,
Liam Fox accepted a £50,000 donation from venture capitalist Jon
Moulton, whose firm Better Capital now owns an aerospace, military
manufacturer, Gardner Aerospace."

In 2007, after Werritty was appointed as UK Executive Director of The
Atlantic Bridge, donations rose from £3,309 in 2006 to £49,666 in 2007';
interestingly, it was also in 2007 that TAB formed an alliance with
powerful lobbying organisation the American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC) and formed a sister charity, ‘Atlantic Bridge Inc’. It was
after the formation of this partnership that true intentions became clearer;
ALEC’s maxim is ‘limited government, free markets, federalism’; its
funders include Exxon Mobil, Phillip Morris tobacco and the National
Rifle Association. ALEC was found to have held conventions in order to
mingle with legislators, presenting them with pre-drafted bills on behalf of
members — out of 1000 bills, it is reckoned that some 20% became law."”

The US’s Atlantic Bridge Inc. closed down in December 2010, and in
the UK The Atlantic Bridge was dissolved on 30 September 2011, just over
12 months since the publication of the Charity Commission’s initial
findings. It looks likely that its last months were spent tying up loose ends,
with associated UK Conservatives seemingly anxious to distance
themselves from the organisation. The Commission’s report failed to
expose the real issues and, after the dissolution, failed to address which
charity TAB’s remaining assets (£36,000') were transferred to. It could
just be coincidence that Pargav, an organisation established by Werritty to
further Fox’s interest in foreign policy whilst guaranteeing ‘total
anonymity’ to its financiers, was formed on 25 June 2010, eight days
before the Commission was due to publish its investigation into TAB."
Donors to TAB seemed to have an unrelenting interest in keeping within
Fox’s line-of-sight, and continued to give to newly established Pargav —
with Oliver Hylton as sole Director of the organisation (who acts as senior
adviser to donor Hintze, notable donor to TAB).

The defence interests are obvious when confronted with the lists of
names associated with The Atlantic Bridge. However, it was not only
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defence issues that were integral to TAB’s point of interest, but also energy
and health care. When Fox sat as Shadow Secretary of State for Health, he
chaired a conference with TAB in May 2003 to discuss ‘Scientific
Research and Medical Provision: The Anglo-American Dynamic’, which
questioned the sustainability of the UK health care system, and what
lessons we could learn from the US.* Attended by heads from the NHS,
the Galen Institute (a US health and public policy lobbying group) and
global pharmaceutical giants GlaxoSmithKline and Pfizer — it is all too
tempting to interpret the purpose of these meetings and the intentions of
those attending.

What we appear to have witnessed are the acts of international
businesses seeking to exert influence and power, seemingly making use of
Werritty’s close connections with Fox, particularly as a number of those
associated with The Atlantic Bridge had strong links to defence contractors
(what parallels are there to the ‘Arms-to-Iraq’ affair of the 1980s?)

Attention has been diverted from Liam Fox and The Atlantic Bridge as
news of Muammar Gaddafi’s capture and subsequent death has swept
across the globe. Prior to the ‘triumph’ of the West and its NATO forces,
Fox’s resignation speech started by acknowledging his recent challenging
tasks in Libya, as he was confronted with ‘an unbearable human tragedy’
on one hand, and a ‘deep personal disappointment’ on the other (his
resignation). Liam Fox: a man who could seemingly recognise a ‘human
tragedy’, yet believed that ‘for too many, peace has come to mean simply
the absence of war. We cannot allow that corrosive view to go
unchallenged’.*

There is a second inquiry into the former Defence Minister by the
Parliamentary Standards Commissioner who has accepted a complaint
from John Mann MP about the use of Fox’s Commons office to run The
Atlantic Bridge.”
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